
Combined Footings 

• When a foundation is built close to an existing 
building or the property line, there may not be 
sufficient space for equal projections on the sides 
of the exterior column. This results in an 
eccentric loading on the footing. It may lead to 
the tilting of the foundation. To counteract this 
tilting tendency, a combined footing is provided 
which joins the exterior column with an interior 
column. A combined footing is also required 
when the two individual footings overlap.  



• The footing is proportioned such that the centre of gravity of 
the footing lies on the line of action of the resultant of the 
column loads. The pressure distribution thus becomes 
uniform. 

• A combined footing is generally rectangular in plan if 
sufficient space is available beyond each column. 

• If one of the columns is near the property line, the 
rectangular footing can still be provided if the interior column 
is relatively heavier. 

• However, if the interior column is lighter, a trapezoidal footing 
is required to keep the resultant of the column loads through 
the centroid of the footing. Thus the resultant of the soil 
reaction is made to coincide with the resultant of the column 
loads.  
































